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most e f f e c t i v e  t o o l  t o  keep you i n  t h e  l o o p ,  i f  we c o u l d .  

SO t h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  i t .  Any q u e s t i o n s  abou t  what 

w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  do he re  t o n i g h t ?  L e t  me c l a r i f y  t h a t .  we 

a r e  g o i n g  t o  ask  t h o s e  t h a t  want t o  t o  come up and make 

f o rma l  t e s t i m o n y .  Once t h a t  i s  o v e r  w i t h ,  w e ' l l  t u r n  t h e  

r e c o r d e r  o f f ,  w e ' l l  t h row  i t  open t o  a  gene ra l  d i s c u s s i o n  

abou t  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  maybe answer some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  

q u e s t i o n s  you m i g h t  have.   hen a f t e r  t h a t ,  i f  somebody 

wants t o  come back up and make a d d i t i o n a l  comments f o r  t h e  

r e c o r d ,  w e ' l l  be g l a d  t o  do t h a t .  

So b e f o r e  we g e t  s t a r t e d ,  Governor ,  why d o n ' t  you come 

up and t e l l  us  what  you t h i n k  abou t  what  we' r e  do ing  h e r e .  

we a p p r e c i a t e  you coming t o n i g h t .    hank you. 

GOVERNOR SCHWEITZER: w e l l ,  t h a n k  you.  I see you 

dressed f o r  Montana.  hat's a  good s t a r t .  

MR.  POWERS: w e l l ,  I l i v e  i n  Montana. MT07 

GOVERNOR SCHWEITZER:  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comment f o r  t h e  peop le  o f  Montana. 

~ n d  as you know, Montana has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  b e i n g  

t h e  energy c e n t e r  o f  t h e  west ,  n o t  o n l y  because we have 

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  p r o d u c i n g  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  energy w i t h  

IGCC c l e a n  c o a l  and w ind  power, b u t  most o f  t h e  i d e a s  t h a t  

p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  has been b a n t e r i n g  abou t  f o r  energy 

t ransmi s s i  on 1  i nes i n c l  udes 1  i nes r u n n i n g  t h rough  Montana. 

we t h i n k  t h a t  we a r e  an i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e  because we've 



demonst ra ted t h a t  energy  c o r r i d o r s  work  i f  t h e y ' r e  done 

r i g h t .  AS you know, we 've  been moving a  l o t  o f  megawatts 

t o  t h e  west  c o a s t  f o r  some p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  

6efot-e we g e t  s t a r t e d  down t h e  road  o f  new c o r r i d o r s ,  

l e t  us b e g i n  by  s a y i n g  t h a t  we a l r e a d y  have a  c o r r i d o r ,  

and w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  we c o u l d  g e t  ano the r  

750 megawatts t o  t h e  c o a s t  u s i n g  t h e  BPA c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  we 

a1 ready have and t h e  l i n e s  t h a t  we have. S O  i t ' s  j u s t  a 

m a t t e r  o f  upda tes .  

NOW, as t o  t h e  Federa l  Government t e l l i n g  t h e  s t a t e s  

what t o  do, we 've  had i t ,  a l l  t h e  way up t o  t h e  t o p  o f  o u r  

e a r s .  we d o n ' t  need t h e  Federa l  Government t o  t e l l  us how 

we' r e  g o i n g  t o  r u n  t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e s  i n  Montana and 

wes te rn  s t a t e s .  You 've  a l r e a d y  been t o l d  by  t h e  wes te rn  

Governors ~ s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  we t a k e  an u n k i n d  o p i n i o n  o f  

t h e  Federa l  Government coming o u t  and t e l l i n g  us how we 

ought  t o  do o u r  c o r r i d o r s .  we t h i n k  t h a t  we 've  g o t  i t  

r i g h t .    he w e s t e r n  governors  a r e  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  we' r e  

wo rk i ng  w i t h  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y .  we t h i n k  t h a t ,  f o r  

example, ~ o r t h e r n  ~ i g h t s  and No r thwes te rn  have g o t  i t  

abou t  r i g h t .  w e ' r e  wo rk i ng  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s .  we t h i n k  

t h a t  we 've  g o t  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  move e l e c t r o n s  o u t  

o f  t h e  powder ~ i v e r  Bas in  down t o  c a l i f o r n i a .  

g u t  we' r e  a  l i t t l e  concerned when t h e  Federa l  

Government g e t s  i n v o l v e d  and i t  s t a r t s  t o  t e l l  us how we 



ough t  t o  do i t  i n  Montana. AS you know, t h e  Federa l  

Government wou ld  l o v e  t o  t e l l  t h e  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  i n  

Montana t h a t  eminen t  domain w i l l  be r u n  by  t h e  ~ e d e r a l  

Government and w e ' l l  no l o n g e r  use s t a t e s '  l aws  and 

s t a t e s '  r i g h t s .    he Federa l  Government i s  v e r y  good a t  

t e l l i n g  t h e  s t a t e s  how t o  r un  o u r  own b u s i n e s s .  we t h i n k  

t h a t  we can g e t  i t  r i g h t .  we t h i n k  t h a t  we can do i t  i n  

Montana and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  wes te rn  s t a t e s .  we t h i n k  t h a t  

wes te rn  gove rno rs  a r e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  and 

i f  you g i v e s  us an o p p o r t u n i t y ,  w e ' l l  g e t  i t  r i g h t .  

B U ~  i f  t h e  w e s t e r n  governors  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be i n v o l v e d  

i n  i t ,  t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a  s e r i o u s  c o n s u l t a t i o n  and 

c o l l  a b o r a t i  on w i t h  1  o c a l  communi t i  es .  we ' r e  n o t  g o i  ng t o  

t e l l  1  o c a l  commun i t i es ,  "we1 1 ,  we' ve g o t  seven m i  1  es o f  

f e d e r a l  l a n d  b l o c k e d  up, so now t h a t  we 've  g o t  t hese  seven 

m i l e s  b l o c k e d  up,  t h e  l i n e  i s  g o i n g  t o  go s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  

them" ; and t h e  l o c a l  community shows up and says ,  "YOU 

know, I unde rs tand  t h i s  i s  f e d e r a l  l a n d ,  b u t  we 've  l i v e d  

he re  o u r  who le  l i f e ,  and t h a t ' s  a  doggone poo r  p l a c e  t o  

p u t  i t .  ~f you were j u s t  t h r e e  m i l e s  o v e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  

t h r e e  m i l e s  o v e r  t o  t h e  wes t ,  i t  wou ld  be a  l o t  sma r te r  t o  

p u t  i t  f o r  a  l o t  o f  reasons and wou ld  be cheaper  and 

v i s t a s  wou ld  be b e t t e r  and t h e  community wou ld  l i k e  i t  a  

l o t  more."  And o f  cou rse ,  w h e n  t h e  Fede ra l  Government 

says ,  " w e l l ,  we' r e  j u s t  t a l k i n g  abou t  c o r r i d o r s  on f e d e r a l  



l a n d , "  w e l l ,  okay ,  t h e n  I guess w e ' l l  be t a l k i n g  about  a  

s e c t i o n  he re  and a  s e c t i o n  t h e r e  and maybe t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  

ove r  he re ,  and sometimes y o u ' l l  have t h r e e  o r  f o u r  

s e c t i o n s  r i g h t  i n  a  row. The n a t u r e  o f  wes te rn  l a n d  

ownersh ip  w i t h  checkerboard  ownersh ip  makes i t  v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  Federa l  Government t o  come i n  and say,  

w e l l ,  we've l o c k e d  up a  b i t  o f  t e r r i t o r y  h e r e .  you ' ve  g o t  

i t  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  i t ,  and we've g o t  t o  g e t  t h e  c o r r i d o r  

a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  marke t .  

So we a r e  ready t o  do o u r  p a r t  i n  Montana. we a r e  

ready t o  p r o v i d e  c l e a n  energy,  b o t h  w ind  power and IGCC 

l i q u e f a c t i o n  and o t h e r  t h i n g s .  we a r e  ready  t o  work w i t h  

t h e  Federa l  Government, we' r e  ready t o  work  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  

s t a t e s  and p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y .  ~ u t  most Montanans and most 

o f  t h e  wes te rn  gove rno rs  have a l r e a d y  been on t h e  r e c o r d  

as t a k i n g  a  d im v i e w  o f  t h e  Federa l  Government t e l l i n g  us ,  

once a g a i n ,  t h a t  t h e y  know w h a t ' s  b e s t  f o r  us i n  Montana. 

we know t h a t  we need c o r r i d o r s ,  b u t  we want t o  have a  say 

i n  how those  c o r r i d o r s  a r e  run .  we t h i n k  t h a t  wo rk i ng  

w i t h  t h e  wes te rn  gove rno rs ,  we t h i n k  t h a t  w o r k i n g  w i t h  

p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  and, most i m p o r t a n t ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  l o c a l  

communi t ies,  we can g e t  i t  r i g h t .  

SO we would j u s t  ask  t h a t  any d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  we make, 

any d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  we have, t h a t  we f u l l y  unders tand  t h e  

needs o f  l o c a l  communi t ies .  ~ n d  l e t ' s  f i r s t  g i v e  a  chance 



t o  t h e  wes te rn  gove rno rs ,  who have commi t t e d  o u r s e l v e s ,  

t i m e  and a g a i n ,  r e c e n t l y ,  and we w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  do so, 

o f  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  make sense, b u t  t a k i n g  

i n t o  cons i  d e r a t i  on 1  o c a l  communi t ies.  

so aga in ,  t h a n k  you f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  v i s i t i n g  

w i t h  you t o d a y ,  and I l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  you i n  

t h e  f u t u r e .    hank you.  

M R .  POWERS: Thank you v e r y  much, Governor .  

okay.  Any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  p rocess  f o r  t o n i g h t  

b e f o r e  we c a l l  o u r  - -  I t h i n k  o n l y  one pe rson  has s i gned  

up t o  g i v e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

(NO response.  ) 

M R .  POWERS:  horna as s c h n e i d e r ,  a  commiss ioner  o f  

t h e  Montana PSC. 

C O M M I S S I O N E R  SCHNEIDER:  ~ i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I guess 

~ ' d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  agenc ies  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a  scop ing  

sess ion  i n  Montana, as you have been d i r e c t e d  and a r e  i n  

t h e  o t h e r  10  o r  11 s t a t e s  i n  t h e  wes t .    hat's e s s e n t i a l .  

~ t ' s  necessary ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  i n  economic te rms .  

YOU have r e c e i v e d  l i m i t e d  comment t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  f rom 

a  subset  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  peop le  i n  Montana. ~ u t  ~ ' d  l i k e  t o  

emphasize a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by 

e n v i  ronmenta l  and pub1 i c  i n t e r e s t  g roups i n  t h i s  

h i g h - l e v e l  p rogrammat ic  EIS does n o t  r e f l e c t ,  i n  any way, 

what you w i l l  f a c e  and what s i t i n g  e n t i t i e s  w i l l  f a ce  i n  




