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have another session f o r  those t h a t  may n o t  have been ab le  

t o  a t tend  i n  t h e  afternoon. so does anybody want t o  make a  

comment be fore  we go o f f  t he  record? 

Okay. very  good.   hank you very  much. 

(pub1 i c scopi ng meeting proceedi ngs 

recessed 3:33 p.m. t o  4:30 p.m.) 

MR. MOLVAR: I ' m  E r i k  Molvar, E- R- I- K 

M-0-L-V-A-R, w i t h  s i o d i v e r s i  t y  Conservation A l l i a n c e  i n  

~ a r a m i e .  And I ' d  l i k e  t o  open by saying t h a t  -- t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  p i p e l i n e  co r r i do rs ,  t h a t  we'd l i k e  t o  see 

the  DOE p u t t i  ng t h e  p i  pel  i nes along e x i  s t i  ng p i  pe l  i ne 

c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  a re  a l ready there  and t h e r e  a re  a  number o f  

them throughout t he  s t a t e  t h a t  would seem t o  get  you from 

the  areas o f  gas product ion t o  the  areas o f  t he  important  

hubs o f  t ransmiss ion,  t he  opal hub and t h e  Cheyenne hub. 

~ 0 n ' t  see any need t o  f u r t h e r  fragment t h e  

h a b i t a t  by p u t t i  ng p i  pel  i nes along p r i  s t i  ne areas, bu t  

would l i k e  t o  see the  p ipe l i nes  t h a t  go i n ,  go i n  along 
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e x i s t i n g  c o r r i d o r s .  There are some issues where t h e  

i n d u s t r y  would l i k e  t o  have more capac i ty  f o r  p ipe l i nes ,  

bu t  t h e r e ' s  no reason t o  have more d i f f e r e n t  rou t ings  going 

i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i  rec t i ons ,  necessar i l y ,  t o  achieve t h a t .  

~ t ' s  much b e t t e r  t o  bundle these p i p e l i n e s  i n  t he  same 

co r r i do rs .  And a l so  i n  co r r i do rs  t h a t  a re  a l so  o ther  k inds 

o f  t r a v e l  c o r r i d o r s ,  such as highway c o r r i d o r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  I n t e r s t a t e  80 i n  t he  Red Desert,  which i s  i n  

the  south c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  the  s ta te ,  t h a t ' s  an area o f  

paramount conservat ion concern, so the re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  we'd 

l i k e  t o  see t h e  p ipe l i nes  go along highways and 
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i n t e r s t a t e s .  

There i s  an e x i s t i n g  p i p e l i n e  c o r r i d o r  t h a t  goes 

between the  Pion 's    as in i n  Colorado and wamsutter, t h e r e ' s  

a -- Entrega i s  b u i l d i n g  a l i n e  t h a t  i s  going on t o p  o f  an 

e x i s t i n g  l i n e ,  and so i s  E l  Paso, I be l ieve .  we d o n ' t  

agree t h a t ' s  a good s i t i n g  f o r  these p ipe l i nes .  And they  

should have been b u i l t  a long Highway 789, which i s  f a r t h e r  

east,  t o  take advantage o f  t h e  area t h a t ' s  a l ready 

d is tu rbed along t h e  ~ u d d y  creek c o r r i d o r .  And f o r  f u t u r e  

p i p e l i n e  and power l i n e  use, we'd l i k e  t o  see t h a t  those go 

along t h e  highway i ns tead  o f  along the  k ind  o f  

cross-country p i  pe l  i ne c o r r i  dor t h a t  ' s been bui  1 t through 

t h e  canyons o f  sand creek, because the  canyons o f  sand 

creek are  o f  h igh  v i s u a l  resource value and o f ,  you know, 
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h igh  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  recreat ion ,  would n o t  1i ke 

t o  see those p i p e l i n e  c o r r i d o r s  go through t h a t  area. 

~ l s o ,  i n  terms o f  weeds, noxious weeds, we' re 

r e a l  1 y concerned about noxious weeds coming i n  a1 ong 

p i p e l i n e  co r r i do rs .  we recognize t h a t  -- t h a t  t h e  fede ra l  

agencies t y p i c a l  1y requi  r e  t h e  operators t o  d i  sconcede 

these areas w i t h  n a t i v e  seeds, bu t  nonetheless i t  seems 

t h a t  p i  pe l  i ne cor r i  dors are  heavy i nvasive noxi ous weed 

co lon i za t i on  areas i n  t h e  wake o f  cons t ruc t ion .  And as 

nea r l y  as we can t e l l ,  i t ' s  hard t o  t e l l  whether t h i s  i s  -- 

t h i s  i s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  heavy equipment i s  b r i n g i n g  i n  

noxious weed seeds because i t ' s  no t  been washed and 

encrusted w i t h  mud t h a t  drops o f f  and forms a c o l o n i z a t i o n  

14 base, o r  i f  i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when you create -- when 

15 you s c a r i f y  the  l and  and c reate  a reset  o f  t he  succession 

16 t o  t he  most basic  bare d i r t  l e v e l ,  t h a t  t he  noxious weeds 
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j u s t  have a fundamental i n t r i n s i c  advantage over t h e  n a t i v e  

vegeta t ion  i n terms o f  co l  oni  z i  ng . 
some o f  the  species t h a t  we've seen, had major 

problems w i t h  Red Desert area Halogeton -- you know how t o  

s p e l l  t h a t  -- and cheat grass. ~ n d ,  o f  course, i n  t he  Red 

Desert we d o n ' t  have a huge cheat grass problem y e t ,  and we 

used t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was simply t o o  h igh  i n  e leva t i on  and 

cheat grass d i d n ' t  t h r i v e  there,  bu t  r e c e n t l y  a long some 

25 highway c o r r i d o r s  we have been seeing t h a t  cheat grass 
0 
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i nvas ion  i s  occur r ing ,  and we're very  concerned, because 

the  sage grouse o r  sagebrush ecosystems t h a t  a re  found i n  

t h e  upper Green River  Va l ley  and the  Red Desert,  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  a re  some o f  t he  most outstanding sagebrush 

ecosystems remaining i n  t he  west, w i t h  f u l l  complement o f  

n a t i v e  sagebrush o b l i g a t e  types o f  w i l d l i f e .  

And ou t  i n  Nevada, where -- where they 've  had a 

l o t  o f  cheat grass invasion,  they 've  had a cyc le  o f  

overgraz ing and cheat grass invas ion  and f requent  w i l d  

f i r e s  t h a t  p r e t t y  much wiped out  sagebrush ecosystem i n  

l a r g e  p a r t s  o f  Nevada, and r e a l l y  degraded those ecosystems 

and threatened species l i k e  the  sage grouse, burrowing owl, 

some o f  t h e  o the r  ra re  na t i ve  w i l d l i f e  t h a t ' s  indigenous t o  

1 4  the  sagebrush step. And we don ' t  want t o  see t h a t  happen 

1 5  i n  Wyoming, so we don ' t  want t o  see p i p e l i n e s  becoming t h e  

16 beachhead f o r  cheat grass invas ion  o r  o the r  noxious weed 

17 i nvas ion  t h a t  spreads i n t o  surrounding undisturbed areas. 

18 ~n terms o f  overhead power t ransmiss ion l i n e s ,  

19 I ' v e  never met an overhead power t ransmiss ion l i n e  I l i k e d .  

20 we'd l i k e  t o  see t rans  -- e l e c t r i c i t y  t ransmiss ion go 
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2 1  underground. we would 1 i ke t o  see innovat ive  so lu t i ons  t o  

22 t h e  -- the  transmission problems w i t h  p u t t i n g  l i n e s  

23 underground so t h a t  we can, you know, make sure t h a t  

24 transmission l i n e s  go underground. The overhead power 

25 transmission l i n e s ,  you know, are  not  j u s t  a problem 
0 
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v i s u a l l y .  O f  course nobody l i k e s  t o  look  a t  them, because 

they are q u i t e  a v i s u a l  i n t r u s i o n ,  bu t  i t ' s  -- i t ' s  a l s o  a 

quest ion o f  -- o f  forming a foca l  p o i n t  f o r  rap to r  roos t i ng  

o r  rap tor  n e s t i  ng sometimes. 

The U.S. f i s h  & w i l d l i f e  Service has recommended 

t a l l  s t ruc tures  i n  order  o f  wind tu rb ines  and -- and power 

transmission towers not  be b u i l t  w i t h i n  f i v e  m i les  o f  a 

sage grouse l e k ,  because apparent ly  sage grouse 

behav iora l ly  tend t o  abandon t h e i r  l eks  i f  there  are  t a l l  

t h ings  around, whether t h a t ' s  a t r e e  o r  power l i n e .  

~ y p i c a l l y  i n  the  basin o f  wyoming you don' t  have t o o  much 

problems w i t h  t rees ,  bu t  power l i n e s  can be an issue and we 

want t o  make sure t h a t  t h e  E I S  looks a t  where a c t i v e  and 

h i s t o r i c  sage grouse l e k s  are  located and make sure t h a t  

we' r e  not  bui  1 d ing these overhead transmi ssion towers 

w i t h i n  f i v e  mi les o f  sage grouse leks .  

o f  course, the re  are  numerous proposed wi lderness 

areas scat tered throughout t h e  west, and wi lderness areas 

as we1 1 . Qua1 i t y  o f  t h e  wi lderness recreat iona l  experience 

i s  dependent upon having a p r i s t i n e  landscape t o  view, 

e i t h e r  -- you know, both wh i l e  you' re i n  i t ,  but  a l s o  t h e  

viewshed when you're l ook ing  ou t  from i t. And so you 

wouldn ' t  want t o  pu t  overhead power l i n e  transmissions i n  

o r  near a c i t i z e n ' s  proposed wi lderness o f  any k i n d  and you 

want t o  keep i t  we l l  ou t  o f  t h e  viewshed o f  spectacular 
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landscapes. There c e r t a i n l y  are some important  ones,   do be 

Town i n  t h e  Jack Morrow  ills area o f  Wyoming are 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  h igh value. Those are  r e a l l y  hot  but ton 

areas and you d e f i n i t e l y  wouldn't  want t o  pu t  power l i n e s  

anywhere near those areas. 

And, o f  course, i f  you bury t h e  power l i n e s ,  then 

you've a1 1 ev i  ated a l o t  o f  the  v i  sual i n t r u s i o n s  and a1 so 

t h e  impacts o f  sage grouse from my d i f f e r e n t  aspects. we'd 

ra ther  see those power l i n e s  be bur ied.  

YOU know, r e a l l y  t h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  what I had t o  

say. 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Thank you very much. 

MR. MOLVAR: sure. 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Very thought fu l  COI'nmentS, 

and I know i t ' s  tough sometimes t o  t r a v e l  a11 t h i s  way and 

every th i  ng . 
very good. okay. w e ' l l  go ahead -- I don ' t  

t h i n k  the re ' s  anyone else,  and w e ' l l  go ahead and close ou t  

the  session here a t  5:35 -- 4:35 p.m. 

(pub1 i c scopi ng meeting proceedings 

concluded 4:35 p.m., October 27, 2005.) 
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