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t o  t h e  wes te rn  gove rno rs ,  who have commi t t e d  o u r s e l v e s ,  

t i m e  and a g a i n ,  r e c e n t l y ,  and we w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  do so, 

o f  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  make sense, b u t  t a k i n g  

i n t o  cons i  d e r a t i  on 1  o c a l  communi t ies.  

so aga in ,  t h a n k  you f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  v i s i t i n g  

w i t h  you t o d a y ,  and I l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  you i n  

t h e  f u t u r e .    hank you.  

M R .  POWERS: Thank you v e r y  much, Governor .  

okay.  Any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  p rocess  f o r  t o n i g h t  

b e f o r e  we c a l l  o u r  - -  I t h i n k  o n l y  one pe rson  has s i gned  

up t o  g i v e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

(NO response.  ) 

M R .  POWERS:  horna as s c h n e i d e r ,  a  commiss ioner  o f  

t h e  Montana PSC. 

C O M M I S S I O N E R  SCHNEIDER:  ~ i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I guess 

~ ' d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  agenc ies  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a  scop ing  

sess ion  i n  Montana, as you have been d i r e c t e d  and a r e  i n  

t h e  o t h e r  10  o r  11 s t a t e s  i n  t h e  wes t .    hat's e s s e n t i a l .  

~ t ' s  necessary ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  i n  economic te rms .  

YOU have r e c e i v e d  l i m i t e d  comment t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  f rom 

a  subset  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  peop le  i n  Montana. ~ u t  ~ ' d  l i k e  t o  

emphasize a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by 

e n v i  ronmenta l  and pub1 i c  i n t e r e s t  g roups i n  t h i s  

h i g h - l e v e l  p rogrammat ic  EIS does n o t  r e f l e c t ,  i n  any way, 

what you w i l l  f a c e  and what s i t i n g  e n t i t i e s  w i l l  f a ce  i n  



s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t s .    he BLM s u r e l y  ough t  t o  know t h a t ,  

g i v e n  t h e i  r e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  Montana.   he peop le  o f  Montana 

t a k e  env i r onmen ta l  impac t s  and soc ioeconomic  impac t s  

e x t r e m e l y  s e r i o u s l y  when t h e  rubber  meets t h e  road,  and 

t h a t ' s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of a  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t  p r o p o s a l .  

what sca res  me t e r r i b l y  i n  t h e  whole concep t  o f  

p rogrammat ic  EIS a r e  a c t u a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  some o f  t h e  

open ing  remarks o f  S c o t t  Powers, and t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h i s  

h i g h - l e v e l  p rogrammat ic  EIS i s  g o i n g  t o  s t r e a m l i n e  and 

accommodate i n  one f e l l  swoop - -  I t h i n k  t h o s e  a r e  a  

coup le  o f  t h e  ph rases  t h a t  were used --  a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  

p r o j e c t s  w i t h i n  t hese  des igna ted  c o r r i d o r s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  

i s  a  v e r y  dangerous t o n e  and a  v e r y  dangerous p e r s p e c t i v e  

t o  b r i n g .  

A programmat ic  EIS, by  i t s  n a t u r e ,  a  west- wide 

approach,  i s  g o i n g  t o  be a t  t h e  30,000 f o o t  l e v e l .  You 

d o n ' t  have t h e  resou rces ,  and you d o n ' t  have t h e  s p e c i f i c  

c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  l o o k  a t  impac ts  r e l a t e d  t o  what I t h i n k  

Ray   rush p resen ted  t h i s  morn ing,  a  number o f  d i f f e r e n t  

p o t e n t i a l  c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  t h e y ' d  l i k e  t o  have - -  a p p a r e n t l y  

l i k e  t o  have d e s i g n a t e d  i n  advance as n a t i o n a l  c o r r i d o r s .  

  hat r e a l l y  sca res  me. 

  he s t a t e  o f  Montana has s tepped up t o  t h e  p l a t e  and 

i s  a  ma jo r  e x p o r t e r  now, has shou lde red  t h a t  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c o l s t r i p  t w i n  500-kv l i n e s  go ing  t o  



t h e  west ,  as t h e  Governor  has i n d i c a t e d .  w i t h i n  your  

programmat ic  EIS, one of t h e  o p t i o n s  i s  upgrades and 

e f f i c i e n c y  u t i l i z a t i o n  improvements.    hat can be done. 

  hat i s  a  p o s i t i v e ,  c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  l ow- impac t ,  econom ica l l y  

r a t i o n a l  way t o  use t h a t  c o r r i d o r ,  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  c o r r i d o r .  

Bu t  y o u ' d  j u s t  as w e l l  - -  From my s t a n d p o i n t ,  as an 

i n d i v i d u a l  commi s s i  oner  t h a t ' s  been i n v o l v e d  i n  these  

i s s u e s  s i n c e  t h e  ' 7 0 s ,  y o u ' d  j u s t  as w e l l  e rase  those  

1  i n e s  t h a t  show eas t - wes t  ma jo r  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

c o r r i d o r s .  

~t was a  b l o o d y  f i g h t  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 7 0 s ,  and i t  w i l l  be 

a t  l e a s t  as b l o o d y  a  f i g h t  g o i n g  f o r w a r d  f o r  e x p o r t  l i n e s  

g o i n g  t h rough  t h e  mounta ins  o f  wes te rn  Montana.   he 

c o r r i d o r s  a r e  l i m i t e d ,  t h e  t e r r a i n  i s  t ough .  we've g o t  

t r i b a l  l a n d s ,  we 've  g o t  endangered s p e c i e s ,  we've g o t  a  

v e r y  a c t i v e  pub1 i c  i n t e r e s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on e n v i  ronmenta l  

i s s u e s .  ~t i s  a  n o n - s t a r t e r .   hat's my v i ew ,  and i t ' s  an 

i n f o r m e d  v i ew  t h a t  I would  u rge  you n o t  deep- s i x .  Aga in ,  

i t  f i t s  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  h e a r i n g  f rom 

env i ronmenta l  g roups o r  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  g roups a t  t h i s  

programmat ic  l e v e l .  YOU w i l l  a t  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l .  

we r e a l l y  have been down t h i s  road b e f o r e .  we were 

down t h i s  road i n  c i r c a  1970 w i t h  t h e  ~ o r t h e r n  Great  

p l a i n s  c o a l  p r o j e c t  o r  mu1 t i p l e  e l e c t r i c i t y  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

c o r r i d o r s  e x p o r t i n g  c o a l  f rom t h e  powder ~ i v e r    as in. I t  



d i d n ' t  f l y  t hen ,  i t  w o n ' t  f l y  now. ~ t ' s  g o t  t o  be 

s e l e c t i v e ,  i t  ' s  g o t  t o  be economical  1 y  r a t i o n a l  , t h e r e  has 

t o  be a  buyer  and s e l l e r .  ~t has t o  be a  r e a l  p r o j e c t .  

And some o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  can be done t o  i n t e g r a t e  w ind  and 

p o t e n t i  a1 l y  some modest 1  eve1 s  o f  c o a l .  ~ u t  you '  ve g o t  

c a l i f o r n i a  on t h e  r e c e i v i n g  end t h a t ' s  s a y i n g ,  w e ' r e  n o t  

g o i n g  t o  e x p o r t  o u r  env i ronmenta l  impac t s  and o u r  g l o b a l  

warming impac t s ;  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  demand t h a t  o u r  

1  oad- se rv i ng  e n t i t i e s  i n c o r p o r a t e  t hose  s e r i o u s  

e x t e r n a l i t i e s  . 
SO t h e  r i s k  i s  t h a t  you '  r e  g o i n g  t o  deve lop  momentum 

and an e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a  f a s t  t r a c k  

f o r  approva l  o f  mu1 t i p l e  c o r r i d o r s .    hat e x p e c t a t i o n  i s  

v e r y  dangerous, and I t h i n k  i t ' s  unfounded.  Good p r o j e c t s  

can go f o r w a r d ;  w e l l - p l a n n e d ,  i n t e g r a t e d  processes between 

t h e  deve lope r ,  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  owners, and t h e  customers 

on t h e  o t h e r  end. ~ n d  you have t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  ~ a j o r  

~ a c i l i t y  s i t i n g  A c t  i n  Montana.   here i s  a  Western 

Governors s i t i n g  p r o t o c o l  t h a t  makes a  h e l l  o f  a  l o t  o f  

sense.   here i s  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  i n t e r s t a t e  p r o j e c t s  

need c o o r d i n a t e d  a c t i v i t y .  

~ u t  those  s t a t e  e n t i t i e s  t h a t  have t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

ough t  t o  be a t  t h e  f r o n t  t a b l e  as c o- l e a d e r s  and n o t  be 

sub juga ted  t o  a  programmat ic  EIS t h a t  j u s t  contempla tes  an 

EA a f t e r  t h a t .    hat i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t .  y o u ' r e  go ing  t o  



d e s i g n a t e  t hese  c o r r i d o r s  and t h e n  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  f a s t  

t r a c k  w i t h  an EA,  d e s p i t e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  a n a l y s i s  t h a t ' s  

done a t  t h e  programmat ic  l e v e l ?  ~ a l o n e y .  T h a t  i s  n o t  a 

r e s p o n s i b l e  way t o  approach you r  charge under  t h e  ~ c t .  I 

would  u rge  t h a t  you n o t  do t h a t ,  t h a t  you n o t  v i ew  t h i s  as 

e f f e c t i v e l y  c a r v i n g  i n  s tone  a f a s t - t r a c k  c o r r i d o r .  

  hose a r e  my remarks as an i n d i v i d u a l  commiss ioner .  

  hey d o n ' t  r e p r e s e n t  an o f f i  c i a 1  commission p o s i t i o n  a t  

t h i s  p rogrammat ic  l e v e l .  ~ u t  I hope you t a k e  them 

s e r i o u s l y .  And w e ' l l  be wa tch ing .  ~ h a n k s .  

MR.  POWERS: t hank you v e r y  much. 

IS t h e r e  anybody e l s e  t h a t  wishes t o  make a p u b l i c  

comment? 

(NO response.  ) 

MR.  POWERS: what we d i d  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  t h a t  

seemed p r e t t y  e f f e c t i v e ,  and we had a good exchange of 

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  was we t u r n e d  o f f  t h e  r e c o r d e r  and we had a 

quest ion- and- answer  s e s s i o n .  SO ~ ' d  sugges t  we go ahead 

and do t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(A d i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d  o f f  t h e  r e c o r d . )  

 h he p roceed ings  conc luded a t  7:35 p.m.) 
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