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9765R. t x t  
  he o the r  concern I have i s  access should 

prov ide  a qu i ck  process ' t h a t  a1 lows these companies 

t h a t  a re  developing these p r o j e c t s  1 i ke ours,  

independent power p ro jec ts ,  i f  you w i l l ,  t o  have 

qu i  cker access approval , i f possi b1 e , and 1 i m i  t e d  

bureaucra t ic  processes. 

~ t ' s  very  c r i t i c a l  i n  t he  development o f  

these p r o j e c t s  t h a t  they be done as q u i c k l y  as 

poss ib le  so t h a t  you know i f  you' re going t o  have 

improvement o r  n o t  and a f a i r l y  qu ick  process, where 

you d o n ' t  have t o  go through years and years and years 

which cos ts  a l o t  o f  money i n  t r y i n g  t o  develop these 

p r o j e c t s .  That 's  my l i m i t e d  comments today. Thank 

you. 

MR. MONTAGNA: Thank you, l ack .  

  he t h r e e  f o l k s  who reg i s te red  t o  speak have 

spoken. So a t  t h i s  t ime w e ' l l  i n v i t e  anyone e l se  who 

would l i k e  t o  speak on the  record t o  come up and 

speak, have t h e  same ten-minute t ime frame, bu t  they 

w i l l  have t o  i d e n t i f y  themselves by name and hope fu l l y  

p rov ide  s p e l l i n g ,  i f  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  an odd s p e l l i n g .  

so, i f  the re ' s  anyone here t h a t  would l i k e  t o  

speak on t h e  record a t  t h i s  t ime, we j u s t  i n v i t e  you 

t o  come forward. 

MR. SCOTT: My name i s  Jack Sco t t .  And I 

f i g u r e d  t h e r e  would be more t ime and I j u s t  haven't  

r e a l l y  made many notes here. ~ u t  I do have a couple 

th ings  and w i l l  add f u t u r e  w r i t t e n  comments. 

~ u t  one o f  t he  problems invo l ved  w i t h  the  

des ignat ion  o f  any energy c o r r i d o r  i s  t h a t ,  where i t  
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2 1  comes o f f  f ede ra l  land,  i t  goes onto p r i v a t e  o r  I n d i a n  

22 land.  And t h i s  b a s i c a l l y  becomes a  tak ing  of t h a t  

23 land because, e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  the  p r i v a t e  land, we as 

24 p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  a re  n o t  a f fo rded the  same 

25 pro tec t ions ,  envi ronmental o r  otherwise, t h a t  a re  

a f fo rded t o  fede ra l  p rope r t i es .  

  he companies have the  r i g h t  t o  come i n  and 

under the  guise o f  eminent domain and condemnation 

b a s i c a l l y  s t e a l  t h e  proper ty .  c u r r e n t l y ,  under c o u r t  

systems here, sometimes we're al lowed environmental 

p ro tec t ions .  ~ u t  , i f  you l o o k  a t  the  envi ronmental 

s ta tu tes ,  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  bottom l i n e  i s  you have t o  

prove damages t o  your p roper ty  which i s  very  expensive 

and ti me-consumi ng . 
And condemnation, s t a t e  and na t i ona l ,  can 

sometimes go on f o r  t e n  years, a t  which t ime t h e  

p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  i s  t r y i n g  t o  fund, pay lawyers. F i r s t  

o f f ,  i n  many areas l i k e  ~ o r t h w e s t  New Mexico, you 

can ' t  even f i n d  lawyers who w i l l  take issues dea l i ng  

w i t h  o i l  and gas because they ' re  a l l  b a s i c a l l y  bought 

and pa id  f o r  by t h e  o i l  and gas companies o r  a re  on 

some form o f  r e t a i n e r  so i t ' s  a  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t .  

so t h a t ' s  an issue t h a t  d e f i n i t e l y  i s  going 

t o  have t o  be addressed. And r i g h t s  g iven t o  p r i v a t e  

proper ty  owners i n  t h i s .    he w id th  o f  the  c o r r i d o r s  

are very, very  c r i t i c a l  t o  p r i v a t e  proper ty  owners. I 

haven't  had a  chance t o  l ook  a t  the  map. 

~ u t  t he re  was v i r t u a l l y  no no t i ce  o f  t h i s  

meeting i n  l o c a l  newspapers here, i n  t he  Four corners 
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25 reg ion  anyway. I would request t h a t  there  be an 

22 

a d d i t i o n a l  scoping meeting scheduled f o r  t h a t  area. I 

t h i n k  i t  would be very f a i r  and very  needed. 

TO have t o  d r i v e  200 and some mi les t o  

~ l b u q u e r q u e  o r  400 mi les  t o  Denver, and t h a t  was t h e  

very  f i r s t  t h a t  I heard, through the  DUrangO Herald, 

and f i r s t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t ime and l o c a t i o n  a f t e r  

c a l l i n g  BLM and everyth ing over t he  l a s t  th ree  o r  f o u r  

days. 

~ p p a r e n t l y  t he re  i s  s t u f f  i n  the  mai l  t o  me 

t h i s  i s  addressing t h i s  i ssue now, bu t  i t  wasn't 

received. ~ u t  v i  r t u a l l y  nobody knows t h a t  up there .  

so 1 do request an a d d i t i o n a l  scopi ng meeting be h e l d  

e i t h e r  i n  ~a rm ing ton  o r  Durango, Colorado. I 

understand the  map does have a  poss ib le  c o r r i d o r  t h a t  

s t re tches  south o f  Durango. That came out  o f  t he  

Durang0 Herald t h i s  morning. 

w i t h  a  scope as broad as i s  being proposed, 1 

t h i n k  i n  a  sense p a r t  o f  i t  i s  going t o  be f u t i l i t y  o r  

e l s e  a l o t  o f  issues w i  11 be looked over,  because i t  

i s  j u s t  way t o o  broad t o  cover under one EIs. And t h e  

whole process, I mean we're t a l k i n g  probably thousands 

o f  m i  1  es o f  c o r r i d o r  des ignat ion  o r  j u s t i f y i n g  cu r ren t  

c o r r i d o r s .  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  ou t  a l so  t h a t  many o f  t h e  

so- ca l led  cur ren t  c o r r i d o r s  were establ ished -- 

1 p i p e l i n e ,  transmission l i n e  l o c a t i o n s  were es tab l ished 

2 before  NEPA came i n t o  e f f e c t .  And i t ' s  more o r  l e s s  
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been a rubber stamp s ince because the re  was one 

e x i s t i n g  l i n e .  They were al lowed t o  go i n  and put  i n  

a d d i t i o n a l  e x i  s t i  ng 1 i nes . 
I t h i n k  t h a t  we need t o  change t h a t  and we 

need t o  go back and evaluate whether these l i n e s  are 

i n  t h e  r i g h t  l o c a t i o n  t o  begin w i t h  environmental ly as 

i f  -- l o o k i n g  a t  them as i f  they  hadn ' t  a1 ready been 

the re  and l ook ing  a t  i t  from t h e  new NEPA, and I say 

new meaning t h e  sevent ies and s t u f f ,  NEPA standards 

because many o f  these e x i s t i n g  l i n e s  d i d n ' t  meet NEPA 

and w i l l  never meet NEPA. 

And i t  costs the  companies a tremendous 

amount t o  go i n  and t r y  t o  pu t  them i n  l o c a t i o n s  where 

they  shou ldn ' t  be j u s t  because o f  topography. Some 

examples, i n  t he  Durango area, where i t ' s  extremely 

expensive, where they ' re  fo rced i n t o  an area because 

the re  was an e x i s t i n g  l i n e .  

I ' m  sure there  are  l o t s  more t h i n g s  t h a t  I 

won't  b r i n g  up. ~ u t  t h a t ' s  c u r r e n t l y  what I have. 

  hank you. 

MR. MONTAGNA:   hank you. 

Once again are the re  any o the r  speakers t h a t  

would l i k e  t o  speak f o r  the  record? okay. what 1 

1 propose i s  t h a t  w e ' l l  take a maybe 15-minute recess. 

2 ~ n d  then 1'11 announce t h a t  we go back on t h e  record. 

3 ~ t ' s  2:41 now. So l e t ' s  break u n t i l  th ree .  w e ' l l  be 

4 o f f  t h e  record. 

5 ~f anyone has any quest ions o r  would l i k e  t o  

6 chat about what we're proposing, w e ' l l  do t h a t .  And 
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then a t  t h r e e  o ' c lock ,  i f  there  are o ther  f o l k s  t h a t  

are coming i n  because i t  i s  a three-hour session, 

w e ' l l  rec0nven.e and go back on the  record. I s  t h a t  

acceptable t o  everyone? 

okay. Thank you. We are  o f f  t h e  record. 

(Break) 

MR. MONTAGNA: Good afternoon, f o l k s .  I t ' s  

th ree  o ' c lock .  ~ n d  we prev ious ly  agr.eed we would 

reconvene t o  accept any add i t i ona l  on- the- record 

comments. so, i f  we can have f o l k s  seated o r  a t  l e a s t  

standing t o  t h e  s ides,  w e ' l l  reconvene. 

 gain my name i s  Ron Montagna and 1 ' m  w i t h  

BLM. we thank everyone f o r  a t tend ing  t h i s  af ternoon.  

we w i l l  again open up the  scoping session f o r  

on- the- record comments t o  anyone who may have a r r i v e d  

dur ing  our break and dur ing  the  o f f - the- reco rd  

d i  scussi ons . 
Has anyone e i t h e r  a r r i v e d  s ince our  l a s t  

on- the-record session o r  decided dur ing  t h e  break t o  

1 present comments f o r  t he  record? 

2 MS. SOUDER: ~ u r i n g  the  o f f - the- reco rd ,  there  

3 was a gentleman from an e l e c t r i c  company who gave me a 

4 map and a card, Dennis Malone. And we w i l l  take  any 

5 products f rom you r i g h t  now, i f  you would l i k e  t o  g i ve  

6 them t o  us on t h e  record, and we could submit t h a t  

7 too. So anyth ing you want t o  g i ve  us today i s  g r e a t l y  

8 appreciated.   hank you. 

9 MR. MONTAGNA: Well, f o l k s ,  i t  i s  t h r e e  

10 o 'c lock .  w e ' l l  go o f f  t he  record and reconvene a t  

11 3: 30. ~f anyone comes i n  o r  i f  anyone decides they  
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want t o  go on t h e  record before t h a t ,  j u s t  l e t  us 

know. we're here u n t i l  f i v e .    hank you. 

( ~ r e a k )  

MR. MONTAGNA:   gain, f o l k s ,  good af ternoon.  

~ t ' s  3:42. I ' m  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e  on g e t t i n g  back 

on the  record. AS we mentioned prev ious ly ,  t h e r e ' s  an 

oppor tun i ty  t o  present comments f o r  the  record. ~ n d ,  

i f  anyone i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  doing so, please step 

forward a t  t h i s  t ime. 

step t o  t h e  podium, g i v e  us your name and who 

you represent, i f  anyone, and make your comments t o  

the  record. ~f t h e r e ' s  no one here, w e ' l l  c lose.  I t  

i s  3:42. w e ' l l  c lose  t h e  record u n t i l  4:30. I s  t h a t  

okay? we are  now o f f  t h e  record. 

EVENING SESSION 

MR. ELLSWORTH: ~ o o d  evening, everyone. MY 

name i s  Don E l lswor th ,  I ' m  t h e  f i e l d  manager f o r  t h e  

Bureau o f  Land Management, Socorro f i e l d  o f f i c e .  And 

I want t o  take t h i s  oppor tun i t y  t o  thank you a l l  f o r  

coming t o  t h i s  p u b l i c  meeting on energy c o r r i d o r  

designat ion on federa l  lands administered by BLM and 

t h e  Forest Servi  c e .  

  he Energy p o l i c y  Act  o f  2005 requ i res  t h e  

secre tar ies  o f  Energy, A g r i c u l t u r e ,  and I n t e r i o r  t o  

designate c o r r i d o r s  f o r  o i l ,  gas, and hydrogen 

p i  pel  i nes and e l  e c t r i  c i t y  t ransmiss ion and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  on fede ra l  land and 11 

contiguous western s ta tes .  

so w i t h  t h a t  thank you very much f o r  coming 

Page 22 



9765R. t x t  
and I ' m  going t o  t u r n  i t  over t o  t h e  panel t h a t  

cons i s t s  o f  J u l i a  souder w i t h  t h e  Department o f  

Energy. 

MS. SOUDER:   hank you f o r  coming. 

MR. ELLSWORTH: Bob cunningham w i t h  t h e  

Forest Serv ice and M r .  Ron Montagna w i t h  the  Bureau o f  

  and Management. And a t  t h i s  t ime  I ' m  going t o  go 

ahead and t u r n  i t  over t o  Ron t o  moderate t h i s  

session. 

MR. MONTAGNA: Thanks a l o t ,  Don, we 

appreciate i t  . 
The session we w i  11 have t h i s  evening w i l l  be 

r e a l  s i m i l a r  t o  the  one we had t h i s  morning, and I see 

a l o t  o f  t h e  same f a m i l i a r  faces. so pardon the  

redundancy, bu t  t h a t ' s  the  s c r i p t  we have f o r  these 

meetings. 

As Don int roduced me, my name i s  Ron Montagna 

and I ' m  w i t h  the  BLM out  o f  t h e  Washington o f f i c e .  

And i t ' s  j u s t  a rea l  pleasure f o r  me t o  be back i n  

~l buquerque t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n these scopi ng meetings 

f o r  t h e  west-Wide Regional Energy Cor r i do r  

programmatic ~nv i ronmen ta l  Impact Statement. And we 

w i l l  r e f e r  t o  i t  dur ing the  course o f  t he  meeting as 

t h e  P E I S  e f f o r t .  

Th is  i s  t he  second o f  11 scoping meetings 

t h a t  t h e  team w i l l  ho ld  throughout t h e  western un i ted  

s ta tes .  Yesterday we had our f i r s t  se r i es  o f  meetings 

i n  Denver, today we're having rhem i n  Albuquerque and 

i n  s a l t  ~ a k e ;  and, over t he  course o f  t he  next  two 

weeks, we w i l l  have them i n  the  r e s t  o f  t h e  11 
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2 1  contiguous western un i ted  s ta tes .  

2  2  Th is  e f f o r t  i s  an in teragency PEIS .  And i t ' s  

23 being conducted by t h e  Department o f  Energy, t h e  

24 Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  t he  Department o f  

25 Commerce, Defense, and the  Forest serv ice .  

~ o n i g h t  t h e  representat ives are  here a re  from 

the  Department o f  I n t e r i o r  being represented by BLM, 

the  Department o f  Energy, and the  Department of Ag by 

the  u n i t e d  States Forest Service. 

The EIS we're endeavoring t o  develop over t he  

next two years i s  designed t o  evaluate those issues 

associated w i t h  the  designat ion o f  energy c o r r i d o r s  on 

federa l  lands i n  t h e  11 Western s ta tes .  And t h e  f i r s t  

quest ion we ge t  most o f  the  t ime i s  why a re  you doing 

t h i s .  And t h e  reason i s  f a i  r l y  simple. we' r e  being 

d i rec ted  t o  do i t  pursuant t o  sec t ion  368 o f  t h e  

Energy p o l i c y  ~ c t  o f  2005. 

And t h a t  sec t ion  d i r e c t s  the  sec re ta r i es  o f  

the  agencies I j u s t  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  designate under 

t h e i r  respect ive  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o r r i d o r s  on fede ra l  

lands i n  t he  11 western s ta tes  f o r  o i l ,  gas, and 

hydrogen p i  pe l  i nes and e l  e c t r i  c i t y  transmi s s i  on and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  f a c i  1  i ti es. And c o l l  e c t i v e l  y  we' r e  

r e f e r r i  ng t o  those as energy co r r i do rs .  

The agencies invo lved a t  t h i s  t ime  have 

determined t h a t  designat ing co r r i do rs  requi  red by 

sec t ion  368 o f  t he  a c t  cons t i t u tes  a  major f ede ra l  

ac t i on  which may have a  s i g n i f i c a n t  impact upon t h e  

envi ronment w i t h i n  t h e  meaning o f  t h e  Nat iona l  
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25 Envi ronmental Pol i cy Act o f  1969, NEPA. 

For t h i s  reason i t ' s  t h e  agencies' i n t e n t  t o  

conduct t h i  s Programmatic Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement. DOE and t h e  BLM a r e  co- leads f o r  t h i s  

e f f o r t .  ~ n d  the  Forest Serv ice i s  a cooperating 

agency. 

The second quest ion t h a t  usua l l y  comes t o  us 

i s  what i s  t he  energy c o r r i d o r .  ~ n d  the  d e f i n i t i o n  

t h a t  we're us ing f o r  t h i s  e f f o r t  i s  an energy c o r r i d o r  

i s  a parcel  o f  land e i t h e r  l i n e a r  o r  areal  i n  

character t h a t  has been i d e n t i f i e d  through the  1 and 

use planning process as being a p re fe r red  l o c a t i o n  f o r  

e x i s t i n g  and f u t u r e  r i g h t s  o f  ways and i s  su i t ab le  t o  

accommodate one o r  more r i g h t s  o f  ways which are 

s i m i l a r  i n  purpose. 

And, f o r  those BLM'ers t h a t  a re  here o r  f o l k s  

t h a t  have worked w i t h  BLM over the  years w i l l  

recognize t h a t ,  because t h a t  has been -- t h a t ' s  very  

s i m i l a r  t o  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a c o r r i d o r  

found i n  both BLM regu la t i ons  and i n  our manuals. 

The reason the  fede ra l  agencies are  here 

today are  t o  l i s t e n  t o  what t h e  p u b l i c  has t o  say 

about the  p r o j e c t  we're about t o  s t a r t .    his i s  no t  a 

quest ion and answer format.  we are  going t o  t r y  t o  

avo id  -- which gets t o  be f a i r l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  we are  

going t o  t r y  t o  avoid d iscuss ing  the  spec i f i cs  o f  t h i s  

1 p r o j e c t .  

2 what we need and what we request from the  
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p u b l i c  i s  your concerns and your i n t e r e s t s  w i t h  

respect t o  the  assignment we have been given pursuant 

again t o  sec t ion  386. 

Having sa id  t h a t  please note t h a t ,  dur ing  the  

course o f  t he  evening, w e ' l l  probably have several 

breaks and then w e ' l l  be around a t  t he  end of t he  

session. ~ n d ,  dur ing these breaks and a t  t he  end o f  

t h e  session, we w i l l  go o f f  t h e  record and we w i l l  t r y  

t o  e n t e r t a i n  any quest ions you may have t o  he lp  k ind  

o f  s e t  t h e  parameters on how we can a1 1 p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

t h i s  e f f o r t  i n  the  most e f f i c i e n t  way possib le.  

However, when I ' m  on t h e  record and I t h i n k  

when my colleagues are on t h e  record, we w i l l  no t  be 

responding t o  quest ions o r  t r y  t o  p rov ide  answers a t  

t h i s  t ime. 

AS you came i n ,  you were g iven package 

ma te r ia l s .  And we request t h a t  you a v a i l  yourselves 

t o  t h e  comment cards. ~ t ' s  impor tan t  f o r  a l l  o f  us 

t h a t  we get  as good as i n fo rma t ion  t o  go forward w i t h  

t h i s  e f f o r t  as possib le.  

I n  add i t i on  t o  t h e  comment cards, there  are  

t h r e e  o ther  ways t o  respond o r  t o  p rov ide  i n p u t  t o  

t h i s  Programmatic E I S  e f f o r t .  And we prov ide those 

1 both i n  your handout and on these poster  boards. And 

2 t h e  f i r s t  method i s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t he  scoping 

3 meeting. 

4 The second method i s  t o  p rov ide  comments 

5 through our I n t e r n e t  s i t e .  And we have the  l o c a t i o n  

6 there .  The t h i r d  method a re  w r i t t e n  comments. ~ n d  we 
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have an address prov ided f o r  you i n  t h e  packet. And 

the  f o u r t h  method i s  through fax .  

AS a general note, l e t  me s t a t e  t h a t ,  

al though w r i t t e n  comments are permi t ted  and, o f  

course, we encourage them, they ' re  probably t h e  l e a s t  

e f f i c i e n t  way o f  g e t t i n g  in fo rmat ion  t o  us.  hey' r e  

slow. And secondly, a l l  correspondence we ge t  v i a  

s n a i l  ma i l ,  through hard l e t t e r s ,  goes through a 

s e c u r i t y  process i n washi ngton . That r e a l  1 y slows 

down the  process and i t  a l so  o f t e n  damages t h e  

documents themselves. 

so, a l though t h a t  method i s  permiss ib le  and 

we encourage i t ,  we r e a l l y  encourage the  submission o f  

comments through t h e  I n t e r n e t .  That 's  r e a l l y  t h e  most 

e f f i c i e n t  way t o  ge t  them i n .  

Before I go on any more, we need t o  probably 

discuss what scoping r e a l l y  means. And t h a t ' s  why you 

guys are  r e a l l y  here. The scoping process s t a r t s  w i t h  

these meetings and then continues through w r i t t e n  

1 comments and then face- to- face meetings, i f  requested. 

2 ~ u t  what we need i n  the  scoping process are  b a s i c a l l y  

3 th ree  th ings .  

4 One i s  we need t o  have you, t h e  p u b l i c ,  t e l l  

5 us the  issues t h a t  you t h i n k  are going t o  a f f e c t  you 

6 by the  designat ion o f  these co r r i do rs .  

7 Secondly i s  t o  have you prov ide  us, t h e  

8 federa l  agencies, in fo rmat ion  t h a t  you t h i n k  i s  

9 re levant  t o  us t o  generate good land use dec is ions  on 

10 the  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and designat ion o f  these c o r r i d o r s .  

11 And t h i r d  i s  t o  he lp  us i d e n t i f y  and r e f i n e  t h e  
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a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  be examined i n  t h e  Programmatic EIS. 

Again t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  i s  provided both i n  

the  no t i ce  o f  i n t e n t  and t h e  in fo rmat ion  sheet t h a t  

you received i n  t h e  packet. 

Before I open t h i s  up f o r  pub l i c  comments, 

again there  are j u s t  t h ree  sho r t  po in ts .  L e t ' s  see. 

AS I mentioned du r ing  t h e  breaks and a f t e r  t h e  

session, the  agency f o l k s  w i l l  be around t o  p rov ide  

some i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  process. So those agency people 

o ther  than us th ree ,  i f  anyone i s  here t h a t  i s  

f a m i l i a r  w i t h  what we' re doing, i f  you would j u s t  

i d e n t i f y  yourselves , we can have f o l  ks more easi 1 y 

chat w i t h  you du r ing  breaks. come on, ~ o b  suitcamp. 

That 's  what you ' re  g e t t i n g  a l l  these good overt ime 

hours f o r .  

The second i t e m  I j u s t  want t o  f i n i s h  o f f  

w i t h  i s ,  when speakers come t o  the  mike, they need t o  

i d e n t i f y  themselves and they  need t o ,  i f  they 

represent any organ iza t ion ,  s t a t e  who they represent.  

And the  t h i r d  p o i n t  i s  again j u s t  t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h e  on 

the  record, o f f  t h e  record process. 

when we're a t  t h e  podium, a l l  comments from 

the  podium are on t h e  record.  The f o l k s  here a t  t h e  

f r o n t  t a b l e  w i l l  again r e f r a i n  from quest ion and 

answer format.  However, when we have our breaks a t  

the  end o f  the  session, w e ' l l  go o f f  t he  record and 

w e ' l l  be more than happy t o  e n t e r t a i n  these QS and AS 

a t  t h a t  t ime. So t h a t  ends my prepared remarks. 

And, s ince no one presented a card 
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i d e n t i f y i n g  themselves as a speaker, I w i l l  i n v i t e  

anyone who would l i k e  t o  speak on t h e  record t o  come 

forward a t  t h i s  t ime and s t a t e  t h e i r  name and present 

t h e i r  remarks t o  us on the  record. 

one l a s t  p o i n t  they asked me t o  make. ~f 

everyone t h a t ' s  here came past  t h e  desk and d i d n ' t  

s i gn  i n ,  we would request t h a t  you do s ign  i n  sometime 

du r ing  t h e  evening. Thank you. 

To p a r a l l e l  the  procedure we used e a r l i e r  

today, t h i s  afternoon, w e ' l l  w a i t  a few minutes f o r  

any wa lk- in  comments. And then w e ' l l  take a recess 

f o r  a pe r iod  o f  t ime and then w e l l  1 reassemble and 

then go back on the  comments u n t i l  t h e  n ine o 'c lock  

end o f  t h e  meeting. 

MR. WENTZ: Good evening. My name i s  Chr is  

wentz. I ' m  t he  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Energy Conservation 

and Management D i v i s i o n  o f  t he  New Mexico Energy, 

Minera ls ,  and Natural  Resources Department. we're t h e  

renewable energy d i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  New Mexico. 

And we l i k e l y  w i l l  be supplementing these 

comments. These are p r e t t y  much o f f - t h e - c u f f  r i g h t  

now. we j u s t  found out  about t h i s  recent ly .  ~ u t  we 

w i l l  probably be p u t t i n g  i n  comments e i t h e r  from the  

governor 's o f f i c e  and/or from t h e  Energy, ~ i n e r a l s ,  

and Natura l  Resources Department. 

I guess f i r s t  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  thank you 

f o r  ho ld ing  t h i s  scoping meeting. I t h i n k  t h e  

Programmatic EIS i s  very impor tan t  as f a r  as the  

f u t u r e  o f  energy transmission i n  t h e  u n i t e d  States and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  New Mexico. 
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