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process, initially, we where ask people to come up and 

make a statement for the record and then we have a court 

reporter that takes that down. When we're finished with 

that and there's no more interest in providing those 

comments, we can kind of turn the recorder off and we 

open up the questions to kind of an informal discussion 

and then if somebody wants to come back on the record, 

we'll open it back up. So with that, any questions 

about the process? 

MR. HAFEN: I was just wondering why they 

didn't include Alaska in the legislation. 

MR. POWERS: Well, I don't think there's 

been a demand identified by the industry in Alaska. 

MR. HAFEN: Fanwar's developed. They're 

going to bring those gas pipes in. 

MR. POWERS: Well, they have an existing 

corridor that they do that currently. The only thing I 

can -- you know, that's the only thing I can think of. 

There just hasn't been the same type of issues 

associated with permitting facilities in Alaska as there 

is in the lower 48. UT08 

Anyway, we have one person, Darrell Hafen. 

MR. HAFEN: It's Hafen. 

MR. POWERS: I'm sorry. And he's with Dixie 

Power & Light. And if you would restate your name and 
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who you are representing. We appreciate it. Thank you. 

MR. HAFEN: Thank you very much. What was 

your last name, sir? 

MR. POWERS: Powers. 

MR. HAFEN: Some of things that I am going 

to say tonight are going to seem real unusual, but 

tonight the White Sox are playing and if they win 

tonight, it's the first time since 1917 that they win 

the World Series, so that's about half the length of 

time that I have been working on my project down in 

Southern Utah. 

We got into a complicated struggle in 

Southern Utah because St. George violated ethical and 

spiritual and almost any rule you can put in the book, 

by instituting an eminent domain proceeding to stop us 

from developing the first golf course in Washington, 

Utah, next to St. George. It threw us into a terrible 

struggle and has caused mountains of problems. But I 

have continued to pursue my work and long range 

development on power and water and also land 

development. 

Over the years, I've been waiting for the 

opportunity to get back into the project that I 

initiated down there, say, 45 years ago. And so if 

you'll just bear with me, I know that the panel will be 
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-- well, not surprised, but they will wonder what I am 

talking about in connection with this corridor because 

the corridor is -- this West-wide energy corridor 

they're talking about is something I originated for -- 

it's probably been at least 20 years. 

And I visited with people in the Department 

of Interior in Washington, D.C., about a corridor for a 

Maglev train from Los Angeles through Las Vegas up 

through Utah, Salt Lake, and on up through Alaska and 

the Bering Straits and onto Russia and Europe. That 

eventually will happen, and there are two organizations 

in Washington that as we speak -- that are working on 

that Bering Straits concept and I've mentioned to them, 

"Hey, I was working on this first." 

But anyway, that's a long range matter. But 

immediately, the Maglev is poised to get under way 

between Los Angeles and Las Vegas. That will be the 

start of it. And along with the Maglev train, you're 

going to need a corridor, also, in my opinion, for 

fiberoptic lines, water lines, all the other items that 

you have mentioned here on the transmission. And I 

learned of this meeting today just by reading the 

newspaper. I wasn't aware it. And then in yesterday's 

paper there was an announcement by Pinnacle Corporation 

and APS out of Phoenix with the transmission lines from 
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Phoenix to Wyoming. 

Now when the energy crisis was in 

California, I was there working on it, trying to bring 

common sense to the Governor of Cal?fornia on the energy 

crisis. And I recently was awarded the judgement in a 

federal court against one of those energy companies that 

did what I consider an injustice against me. But I was 

awarded that judgment so that's satisfaction on that 

end. 

Now, when you get to Las Vegas, I'm sure Las 

Vegas will be there talking about the Maglev, because 

it's not too far down stream before they're going to get 

you underway on that. When I e-mailed the APS people in 

Phoenix today about their plans for running this 

transmission line up through this corridor on into 

Wyoming to tap into the generating plants up there, the 

coal plants, that doesn't make sense. 

The only thing that makes sense is to open 

up the coal power reserves here in Utah where we have 

enough coal to fuel the whole west for at least 200 

years, open up the fields, which are next to the 

Kaiparowits coal reserves, bring those coal reserves 

into the west desert of Utah and build your power plants 

there, then ship the power to Las Vegas or to 

California, or wherever. But you don't have to run 
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those transmission lines an extra 500 miles. 

Now that is a serious matter that I hope 

that the committee or the Energy Department will 

consider as they develop this because, when President 

Clinton closed off power almost completely with the 

Grand Escalante Act, a lot of opposition in Utah here to 

that, and we know it's a critical issue, but the 

President of the United States has the power to overturn 

what Clinton did. And I hope that he does it and I hope 

that we bring some common sense to this issue of power 

and also water because these power lines are just as 

critical to water as power. You can't talk about the 

two independently, they are both interconnected. 

I have mentioned this concept that I spoke 

of to Arizona Public Service in an e-mail today, and 

then I mentioned to them how they could secure added 

value toward paying for these transmission lines and be 

a benefit to the state of Arizona, to themselves, to 

Utah, and Nevada, and California. And one of those 

possibilities would be developing these coal deposits at 

Kaiparowits, because all the ownership rights that exist 

in Kaiparowits have gone back to the federal government. 

So that would open up the possibility for 

APS to come in and secure a position in those coal 

rights and then they could develop the power plants 
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also, in with our company, or maybe Utah Power & Light 

or whatever. It just should be a matter of cooperation 

between everyone. 

In addition to that, they don't realize, I 

don't think, that the state of Arizona owns 12,000 acres 

of land just south of St. George at the Arizona border 

that joins onto 12,000 acres that Utah owns right next 

to the border, and that land was secured by the state of 

Utah as a result of 10,000 plus acres of land that I 

secured from the U.S.A. and had transferred to the state 

of Utah many years ago, and had in mind of utilizing 

that land in development with the golf course that we 

were planning down there, but that eminent domain 

proceeding just ripped apart everything. 

And so when the desert tortoise proposal 

came along, they wanted to take that 10,000 acres for 

the desert tortoise. I didn't think that was a good 

idea either, but you know who has the power on that, 

that's an extreme environmentalist that had the power on 

that one. The little tortoise has got to be protected. 

So the state of Utah got that 12,000 acres 

as quid pro quo by cooperating with the 

environmentalists on the desert tortoise project there 

in St. George. And that 12,000 acres in Arizona and 

that 12,000 acres adjoining it at the state line can be 
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developed into two completely independent cities, one in 

Arizona, one in Utah, with major implications for the 

development of the whole west. And there's some 

technology that's breaking that would apply to these two 

cities that I plan to.propose to the state of Arizona. 

I have been in touch with them for many years. 

But that 12,000 acres in Arizona and the 

12,000 acres in Utah is probably worth $182,000 an acre, 

which is what the recent sales have been down there for 

land in Washington County, probably somewhere around a 

couple billion dollars, something like that. So, I feel 

like I have been responsible for bringing all this 

together, and I cannot understand why the city of St. 

George continues to oppose me in my efforts to make a 

living for me and my family. 

And this corridor that's being developed has 

an important part of everything that we've been working 

on, and because I just recently won this suit in federal 

court, it's given me courage to go to a federal court to 

get my rights. If I have to go the federal court, I am 

going to go to the federal court to get my rights. If 

that's the only thing that's left for me, then I am 

going to do it. I kept our company debt free for 45 

years and pursued this work on my own at tremendous 

cost. 
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So our time has come to get a day in the 

sun, and I hope that you people that are hearing this 

talk by me, give your voluntary support to help me get 

in the position with the Arizona Public Service people 

and the federal people in to order to make my 

contribution to this country, which still has yet to be 

determined. I want to thank you for letting me speak, 

without interruption and thank you very much. 

MR. POWERS: Thank you. I forgot to 

mention, it's in the -- we have an active website that 

is current and it's going to be updated on a regular 

basis. That will keep you apprised of the project. 

The scoping process, for those of you that 

haven't been involved in the EIS at the time, we go to 

the public and ask you what issues you think should be 

addressed in this process. And from the corridor 

designation standpoint, we haven't really developed any 

corridor alternatives that will be analyzed in that. We 

are going to do that after we receive information from 

the public scoping process. 

So is there anybody else that would like to 

make a comment for the record? Yes, do you want to come 

up here? Please give your name and who you are 

representing. UT09 

MS. WYBRECK: Thank you very much. I hadn't 
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